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NEWS   Release​
County of Onondaga

Department
Department of Aging & Youth
Release Date
For Immediate Release

Subject:
 Digital Television Grant Awarded to Assist Seniors

Date:
January 15, 2009

Contact:
Lisa D. Alford (435-2362)

County Executive Joanne M. Mahoney and Lisa D. Alford, Commissioner of the Department of Aging and Youth, are pleased to announce that the Meals on Wheels Association of America (MOWAA) has selected the Department of Aging and Youth as one of 12 organizations across the United States to receive grant money to help the homebound elderly prepare for the digital television transition scheduled to take place on February 17th, 2009. 

The department will conduct a community-based campaign to ensure that vulnerable older Americans who currently rely on the over-the-air television signals are provided education and one-to-one assistance in successfully making the conversion to digital programming.  

The department will conduct education outreach to homebound elders with basic information about the digital television conversion and assessment of the need for a DTV converter box. Assistance in applying for or obtaining DTV converter box coupons, securing the DTV converter boxes, installing the DTV converter boxes, and basic instruction on the operation of the new equipment to homebound individuals and/or their caregivers will be available upon request and at no charge.

Because of high demand, consumers requesting coupons from the federal government’s TV Converter Box Coupon Program will be placed on a waiting list and coupons will be mailed on a first-come, first-served basis as funds from expired coupons become available. This is a rolling fund, and it has reached its $1.34 billion ceiling, so new coupon requests from eligible households will be filled as funds from expiring coupons are made available.

For more information about the grant and the DTV conversion, please contact the Department of Aging and Youth at 435-2362 ext. 132, or visit their website at www.ongov.net/AgingandYouth. 

- end -
Joanne M. Mahoney


County Executive
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