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County Executive Ryan McMahon Unveils New Zoo Walkway;
Baby Elephant Ajay Makes Debut

52.2 million renovation of Wildlife Trail

SYRACUSE, N.Y. —Onondaga County Exative Ryan McMahoroined Zoo Director Ted Fox,
Friends President Janet Agostini & Parks Commissioner Bill Lansleyttihe ribboron thenew
walkway project at the Rosamond Gifford Zoo todalge ribbon cutting was followed bysarprise
debutof baby Asian elephamijay whoemerged on exhibit for the first time.

The event signified the official opening of the
baby Asi an el eapditedrrtranfejindoythe sainl exhibigspadb@fsian Elghant
Preserve.

County Execut i vibe reviovaianhobthe nesvdboadiwalk fs a welcomed additiomto
already fantastic zoo. Visitors will not only have a more enjoyable and accessible walkway, but amazing
views of our elephant exhibit.”

This project began last fall with the removal of ay&arold boardwalk that needed to be replaced
Onondaga County and the Ztwwk the opportunity to do something that would vastly improve
accessibility for wheelchairs, walkers and strollers as well agetheral public, create a better visitor
experience and showcase the beautiful views and terrain of this section of the zoo.

“The folks who work at the Zoo &aoDisectdriee Fogah d o u s
providing a worldclassexperence f or vi sitors and providing to
continued, “Thank you t o t IPresdenaJargt Agostirfor &lofithein d s g
hard work."”

Thepublicthen proceeded tihe man overlook for a specialéat;5-monthold baby elephant Ajay
(*“AMn1 "), his mother, Mal i , and grandmot her, Tai
preserve-Aj ay’ s first time on public exhibit.



“This i s a moment that | have shedmowdi tMcrnvip hfoor

Fox said the baby will now be on exhibit daily. He said renovations to the elephant preserve are not
compl ete, but elephants wil/l be able to use the
the preserve will go from.8 acres to nearly 7 acres.

By the end of summer, the new wddpédweeryenjayingal of f e
mud wall ow and the zoo’s pair of critically end

The Rosamond Gifford Zoo i seASspaciatdon of Zaws &SAquamums e d i t
(AZA), the gold standard for animal care, conservation education and guest experience. For information
on zoo events, please vigitvw.syracusezooevents.org

Association of Zoos & Aquariums Species Survival Plan for Asian Elephants
BY THE NUMBERS

. Zoos and aquariums accredited by AZA: 236

. Number of Asian elephants remaining in the wild: 30,000
. Conservation status: Critically endangered
. AZA zo0s participating in the Species Survival Plan for Asian Elephants: 30

. AZA zoos equipped and approved to breed Asian elephants: 11
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http://www.syracusezooevents.org/

