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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES – APRIL 16, 2024 
MARK A. OLSON, CHAIR 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. McCarron, Mr. Bush, Mr. Garland, Ms. Hernandez 

ALSO ATTENDING:  Chairman Burtis, Mr. Romeo, Mr. Knapp, Mr. Brown; also see attached 

  

Chair Olson called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m., and the previous meeting’s minutes were approved. 

 

1. SHERIFF:  Captain Jeremy Young;   

 a. Authorizing an Agreement with the Town of Otisco for the Provision of Enhanced Police Services 

and Amending the 2024 County Budget ($10,000) 
 

PURPOSE:  Authorize the County Executive to sign an agreement with the Town of Otisco for enhanced police services 

provided by the Sheriff’s deputies on an overtime basis. 

 

OBJECTIVE/ WORK PLAN:  Many towns – such as Pompey, Van Buren, Salina, and Fabius – have had contracts for 

enhanced patrol services for several years.  These are renewed annually after the Sheriff’s Office determines the costs for 

that year.  From time to time, other towns or villages may request enhanced patrol services also.  The Sheriff’s Office would 

like to be able to accommodate them by entering into similar agreements. 

 

FUNDING SOURCE:  The Town of Otisco will be responsible for paying all associated costs – including overtime rate of 

deputy, vehicle use costs, and administrative and liability costs.  The total overtime rate for 2024 has been determined to 

be $92.76.  

 

BUDGET:  The Town of Otisco has appropriated not to exceed $10,000 in their annual budget for the total amount of 

money they would like to spend for services.  The Sheriff’s Office charges the hourly rate determined each year. An 

amendment is needed to the 2024 County budget for the revenues and appropriations associated with this contract. 

 

 Propose intermunicipal agreement with Otisco for enhanced patrol services   

 Provide law enforcement in form of NYS laws, local laws and patrols within the town of Otisco 

 Amount is $10,000 reimbursed to the County for costs associated with deputies work 

 1 year contract; slated to start upon approval 

 

A motion was made by Mr. McCarron, seconded by Mr. Garland, to approve this item.   
 

 Have satellite office in Van Buren, but not all of the current contracted towns have satellite offices 

 First time contracting and will be 1 year renewable contract 

 

 Law:  

o Authorization for the resolution is for 1 year with annual renewals as appropriated in the budget 

o Will not come back to Legislature every year; subject to budget approval 

 

A vote was taken on the item.  Passed unanimously; MOTION CARRIED. 
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2. ONONDAGA WILDERNESS SEARCH & RESCUE TEAM:  Jeff Sargent; Jason Baleno 

 a. INFORMATIONAL 
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 Equipment:  

o Mobile Command Unit (MCU) a 2003 with 200,000 miles; Gator is 2004; Trailer is 2008 

o Majority of equipment at 20 yr old mark 

o $5,800/year does not include updating or upgrading 

o Gator out of service because they do not have money to fix it 

o Would like to replace Gator with Polaris Ranger 

o When taking 30 people to remote location, can spend an hour walking or transport in these vehicles 

o 1 or 2 is not enough for an incident that needs multiple all-terrain vehicles to get personnel in to start search 

o Ropes are ~10 yrs old; does not matter how much or how little they are used, at 10 years ropes have to be replaced 
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 Training 

o Fall under National Search and Rescue Agency, who charges for the classes 

o Volunteers pay for courses themselves 

o Low Angle Rescue Certifications – go to rope rescue agencies and the cost is $1,000 to attend classes  

 Counties 

o Oswego County provides funding for their search and rescue team, so the team does not collect dues or fundraise 

o Asking for funding from Onondaga County for this program 

o No affiliation with Cortland County, as they have their own teams 

o 23 search and rescue organizations across NYS (by county or area) 

o Have mutual aid program to go county to county 

o Currently WSAR team is responding to other areas in state, and they are not paying for WSAR 

o To be useful team, have to have the funding 

 Budget 

o Annual expenses are $6,000 and does not include capital improvements; (i.e.) replacement plan for MCU  

o Have spreadsheet started on what funds WSAR is looking for 

o WSAR is recognized as the search and rescue for the county  

o WSAR falls into gray area when it comes to grants; grants not there for these organizations 

o Fundraising is tough, as most people want recognition, which does not happen often (underutilized) 

o If WSAR receives county funding, they would not stop supporting the runners 

 Would remove the burden of handling as many events 

 It is tough to balance life, work and training; volunteers can only do so much 

 WSAR supports Finger Lakes Runners Club the most with longstanding relationship; probably 5-6 events/year 

 Time and hours spent on googling grants is what WSAR could scale back on 

 General membership 

o See people come and go without utilization; hard to keep people  

o Average fire department running 100-2,000 calls/year; people stay interested 

o WSAR may go 3 months with nothing, so why do the training when they are not getting the call 

o Difficult to keep volunteers motivated to be on top of their skills 

 Project Lifesaver International (PLI) 

o International organization for people who wander (i.e. Alzheimer’s, Dementia, Autism) 

o Based on family ability to pay or not, but low threshold 

o Person who wanders is given a bracelet that is a homing beacon 

o Bracelet gives off specific frequency and nowhere in the region would that frequency be repeated 

o If person goes off wandering, 911 center has ability to give WSAR the frequency 

o WSAR has receiver units ($2,500-$3,000 each); plug in frequency, start walking, wait to hear ping to hone in 

o Average time frame to find the person is 30 minutes or less 

o Work with Air One, who also has receiver 

o Program came here in early 2000’s; number of Sheriffs are trained; everyone in aviation trained 

o If Air One spots, would notify with general search area  

o Air One sees 7-8 miles; ~3 miles on foot depending on terrain 

o Number of rescues with Project Lifesaver  

o Want to train with Sheriff’s Department - deputies can be detailed to train while working, but they are working 

daytime hours when WSAR volunteers are at their own jobs 

 Train twice a month, and to get a deputy trained in PLI at the same time is hard 

   

3. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: 

 a. Tour 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 a.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

JAMIE McNAMARA, Clerk 

Onondaga County Legislature 
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