
AGE-
FRIENDLY CNY
CHALLENGE  
FOR PLANNERS



Citizen engagement



CIVIC TRUSTEE
GENERATION TO GENERATION



WHY SHOULD WE BE 
CONCERNED

For communities to prosper, be 
economically sound they will need to 
retain and engage aging baby 
boomers as significant, productive 
citizens and taxpayers.  All sectors –
business, public, and service – have 
a stake in the aging of this diverse 
cohort.



ONONDAGA COUNTY 







CHALLENGE 





WHO ARE THE 
BOOMERS

THE 
REVOLUTIONARY 

GENERATION



BOOMERS 
DIFFEERENT FROM 

PREVIOUS 
GENERATIONS

• Active
• Civically engaged
• Disposable income
• Seeking multiple options



Boomers want to 
work after retiring
Flex hours
Fewer days
At home



Boomers want to 
continue to be 

civically engaged



Boomers want 
housing options

Downsizing, but
want to live near old 

neighborhood or suburb





BOOMERS SEEK OUT 
COMMUNITIES WITH CULTURE
ONONDAGA COUNTY PROVIDES ARTS 
AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES



UNIVERSITY BASED RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITIES



Boomers want 
housing options

VILLAGES
TOWN CENTERS
POCKET 
NEIGHBORHOODS



BOOMERS LIKE ACTIVE 
TOWN CENTERS



PUBLIC ENVIRONMENT 
IMPORTANT TO BOOMERS

Wide sidewalks, flowers, landscaping



SOLVAY – THEN AND NOW



FASTEST 
GROWING 
INDUSTRY

2+BILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS 
AND GROWING BECAUSE 
INCREASE IN NUMBERS OF 
BOOMERS USING THE 
SERVICES



MARKETING TO 
BOOMERS –
GROWING 
INDUSTRY

• Hitting the gym
Boomers represent 

25% of all health 
club members



HITTING THE ROAD
• Boomers largest 

purchasers of RV’s
• Campgrounds and 

trailer parks growing



BOOMERS LOVE THEIR 
MOTORCYCLES and BOATS





F.O.C.U.S. IS……



AGE-FRIENDLY CNY
IS ECONOMIC ISSUE
For communities to prosper, be 
economically sound they will need 
to retain and engage aging baby 
boomers as significant, productive 
citizens and taxpayers.  

All sectors – business, public, and 
service – have a stake.



AGE-FRIENDLY PARTNERS



AGE-FRIENDLY CNY
PROJECT PROCESS 



TAKE THE SURVEY
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

PLEASE FILL OUT AND SUBMIT THIS SURVEY THAT WILL RESULT IN 
CITIZEN RECOMMENDATIONS FOR OUR COMMUNITY

Online: 
www.focussyracuse.org/2014/01/age‐friendly‐cny/

For more information, contact FOCUS Greater Syracuse at 
focus@syrgov.net or 315‐448‐8732 or visit www.focussyracuse.org. 







BOOK OF MATTHEW



THANK YOU 
FOR LISTENING
TOGETHER WE WILL MAKE 

CNY AGE-FRIENDLY
And

PRESERVE AND PROTECT OUR 
PLANET


