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Project Goals
 Develop a community-

based revitalization 
plan for Onondaga 
Creek watershed

 Plan provides a guide 
for future 
development, water 
quality, and habit 
improvements

 Improvements 
enhance 
environmental, social 
and economic 
conditions along 
Onondaga Creek



Community Vision

recreation opportunities with a clean creek.

Public meetings: Most frequent written 
goals consistently paired desires for



Revitalization Maps

Working Group 
Results



Revitalization Map Sample 



Challenge: Water Quality 

 Stormwater and 
wastewater inputs 
during heavy rain, 
snow melt

 Impairs water 
quality



Challenge: Access

 Onondaga Creek is 
fenced

 Public access is 
restricted



Challenge: Channelization
 Straightened for sewage disposal and flood 

prevention
 Alters natural habitat

Near Castle Street



Challenge: Safety

 Between bacteria 
and channelization, 
safely accessing 
Onondaga Creek is 
a community 
concern



Opportunity: Channel 
Reconfiguration

 Reconfigured to sustain a low-flow channel 
and a floodplain area to convey water 
during high flows

Castle Street area rendering by 
Sam Gordon for OEI, 2008



Opportunity: Renaturalization

 Renaturalize urban space, restore 
native plant and fish communities 
throughout area.



Opportunity: Connectivity
 Onondaga 

Creek can act 
as a “spinal 
cord” through 
the city --
connecting 
lateral bike and 
pedestrian 
paths that lead 
from the 
creek to 
neighborhoods

Bike Path Map, Stowe, VT www.stowe-village.com



Thank you.

Download the plan -
http://www.oei2.org/

Planners will be especially interested 
in Chapter 8: Implementation 
Strategies

Rural and urban creek revitalization 
strategies, design and ecological 
standards

http://www.oei2.org/�
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