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Agenda

>

 

Why a new plan?
>

 

Introduction to the Sustainable Development Plan
>

 

Vision
>

 

Scenarios
>

 

Elements
>

 

Plan
>

 

Action
>

 

Tour of Plan website -

 

future.ongov.net
>

 

Steering Committee perspectives
>

 

Panel Q & A



Why a new plan?
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2010 Plan
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Trends Research

>

 

Tracked housing, infrastructure,
& demographics

>

 

Illustrated trends and
inter-relationships

Trends Research

DAILY VEHICLE MILES TRAVELED 
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Population up 35,000

Households up 44,000

Housing Units up 47,000

City of Syracuse 1970-2000

Population down 50,000

Households down 8,000

Housing Units down 3,600
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Trends Research

1970 Urbanized Land Area –

 

96 sq. miles

2010 Urbanized Land Area* –

 

186 sq. miles

*Onondaga County only

1970 Population –

 

472,835

2010 Population –

 

467,026
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Trends Research

>

 

We’ve got sprawl –

and it’s worse here than other places

>

 

Added infrastructure & urban services without added 
population or tax base –
that’s called sprawl without growth

>

 

Trends are taking us in the wrong direction –
fiscally, environmentally, and socially



SustainableSustainable
Development PlanDevelopment Plan

onondaga
onondaga
county
county

Community Planning & Transportation Survey

>

 

Test planning concepts

>

 

Broad audience

>

 

~1,000 responses

>

 

Statistically valid

>

 

Strong support for Smart Growth
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Community Planning & Transportation Survey
>

 

85% Support for Smart Growth Strategy
>

 

77% said Develop in Existing Communities
>

 

Support For Regional Planning
>

 

Help Struggling Communities
>

 

Natural Areas, Farmland, Air/Water Quality
>

 

Transportation Choices



Vision
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Steering Committee
David Bottar, CNY Regional Planning & Development Board
David Coburn, Onondaga County Office of the Environment
Gordon Cuffy, Onondaga County Law Department
James D’Agostino, Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
Brian Donnelly, Onondaga County Department of Transportation
Angela Douglas, Bridges Out of Poverty
Richard Hawks, SUNY ESF
Charlotte Holstein, FOCUS Greater Syracuse
Andrew Maxwell, City of Syracuse Bureau of Planning & Sustainability
Matthew Millea, Onondaga County Office of the County Executive
Douglas Morris, Onondaga County Planning Board
Dr. Cornelius Murphy, Jr., SUNY ESF
Mary Beth Primo, Onondaga County Department of Economic Development
Hon. Kathleen Rapp, Onondaga County Legislature
Hon. James Rhinehart, Onondaga County Legislature
A. Thomas Rhoads, Onondaga County Department of Water Environment Protection
Hon. Terri Roney,

 

Supervisors Association -

 

Town of Skaneateles Supervisor
I. Holly Rosenthal,

 

Metropolitan Water Board
James Rowley, Onondaga County Department of Management & Budget
Hon. Joseph Saraceni, Mayors Association -

 

Village of Baldwinsville Mayor
Vito Sciscioli, Syracuse 20/20
Robert Simpson, CenterState CEO
Mary Thompson, Home Builders & Remodelers Association of CNY
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Project Team
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Project Timeline
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Website



 

Interactive format



 

On-line Events



 

1-Minute Surveys



 

Presentations/Reports



 

Public events



 

News & Announcements 



 

Best Practices



 

Comment



 

Agency / Document links

http://future.ongov.net/?page_id=895
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Envision Our Future
Public Workshop

>

 

100+ attendees
>

 

Webinar option
>

 

Broad geographic base
>

 

3 breakout groups & voting

http://future.ongov.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/WorkshopImage1.png
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Envision Our Future
Public Workshop

Top Comments:
>

 

Control Sprawl
>

 

Healthy Urban Core
>

 

Energy -

 

efficiency/renewables, etc.
>

 

Consolidate/Coordinate Governments
>

 

Improve Bike/Trail Systems
>

 

Support Farms/Open Space



SustainableSustainable
Development PlanDevelopment Plan

onondaga
onondaga
county
county

Municipal Interviews

sales tax formula

hydrofracking property tax cap

must increase tax base

no planning
strained municipal budgetsI-81

limited

 

communication

smart growth

keep rural areas rural 

unfunded mandates

competition

villages play an important role

aging infrastructure open space and trails

outdated zoning

lack of housing diversity

stormwater regulations

>

 

25 of 35 municipalities
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Focus Group Meetings

>

 

Society & Community Development
>

 

Open Space & Ecosystems

>

 

Government Finance

>

 

Water Resources
>

 

Economic Development

>

 

Agriculture & Rural Communities

>

 

Buildings & Neighborhoods
>

 

Energy

>

 

Mobility & Transportation



Scenarios
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Scenario Modeling

Topic Indicator Measure
Infrastructure & Land Use Access to Multimodal 

Facilities
Population and Jobs 
Proximate to Transit, Trails, 
and Walkable Areas

Infrastructure & Land Use Vehicle Miles of Travel VMT Total and Per Capita

Infrastructure & Land Use Access to Jobs Worker Access to Jobs 
within Proximity to Housing

Tax & Fiscal Policy Tax Base Fiscal impact on City and 
Town services and Schools

Farmland & Open Space 
Preservation

Rural Acreage Preserved Amount of Rural/Ag Land, 
and Natural Areas
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Scenario
Modeling

2035 
Trend 
Scenario
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Scenario 
Modeling

2035 
Smart 
Growth
Scenario
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Scenario Modeling -
 

Findings
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Choose Our Future
Public Open Houses

>

 

4 Locations
>

 

Downtown (Federation Conference)
>

 

Marcellus Park
>

 

Onondaga Lake Park
>

 

Manlius Swan Pond

>

 

Virtual Open House on 
future.ongov.net
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Choose Our Future
Public Open Houses

>

 

Overwhelming (nearly 90%) Support for Smart Growth Indicators
& Overall Smart Growth Scenario! 



Elements
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Elements of Sustainable Development
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Transportation and Land Use are inextricably linked

>

 

Vehicle miles traveled and commute times are increasing

>

 

Fiscal constraints on transportation budgets are severe, must 
prioritize investments

>

 

Suburban development patterns do not support transit and 
walkability

>

 

Technology advances alone can’t mitigate

polluting effects of commuting, need to

change land use patterns



SustainableSustainable
Development PlanDevelopment Plan

onondaga
onondaga
county
county

Key Research & Findings

>

 

Characteristics of traditional, suburban, rural

>

 

Expanded suburban, rural shrinking, traditional suffering

>

 

Need to explore new ideas to increase success and sustainability

>

 

Qualities of sustainable places:
>

 

infill
>

 

well-connected networks
>

 

mixed-use
>

 

diversity 
>

 

multi-modal options 
>

 

cities, villages and hamlets as focal points
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Protection of open space is a priority for residents

>

 

Open space lacks connectivity

>

 

Farming is a large industry in Onondaga County

>

 

Reduction in farmland and conversion of prime soils

>

 

Encroachment of suburban development changes character

>

 

Conflict between keeping rural character

and growing tax base

>

 

Many rural areas are not conducive to

on-site wells or septic



SustainableSustainable
Development PlanDevelopment Plan

onondaga
onondaga
county
county

Key Research & Findings

>

 

High tax burden

>

 

Fragmented government structure

>

 

State and Federal aid is becoming more scarce

>

 

Scattered, low-density development with infrastructure is costly

>

 

Reliance on property taxes creates municipal competition

>

 

Fiscal impacts of different uses and place

types
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Stormwater, wastewater and drinking water infrastructure

>

 

Expanding infrastructure to serve new development

>

 

Communities are faced with aging infrastructure, new 
mandates

>

 

National leader in green infrastructure

>

 

Abundance of water resources a

tremendous asset
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Authority to regulate land use is vested to municipalities

>

 

Fragmented planning and zoning can lead to 
inefficiencies

>

 

Planning resources are limited

>

 

Consider regional needs and goals in local planning

>

 

New opportunities in shared planning
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Transportation and homes account for over 50% of energy 
consumption

>

 

Need to reduce energy demand

>

 

Need to retrofit older housing and commercial building stock

>

 

Explore clean, renewable energy sources 

>

 

Local initiatives and partners
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Social and economic imbalances

>

 

Perceptions of schools drive housing choice

>

 

Increase walking/biking -

 

lessen pollution and improve 
public health through design

>

 

Access to food, recreation, transit, services, jobs

>

 

Public and scenic spaces contribute to

quality of life
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Key Research & Findings

>

 

Transitioning economy, diversifying job sectors

>

 

38,000 workers commuting into the County

>

 

Education and high quality skills of residents is key

>

 

Strengthen industry concentrations and links to global economy

>

 

Revitalizing the region’s urban cores, main streets and 
neighborhoods 

>

 

Revitalization, infill, and reuse of existing

assets



Plan
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“Living”
 

Plan –
 

future.ongov.net



Action
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Character Area Mapping
and Guidance

>

 

Mapped areas of common identity and qualities

>

 

Provides a countywide illustration of our built and natural patterns

>

 

Serves as a baseline condition for benchmarking changes

>

 

Developed guidance and strategies intended to strengthen and enrich 

each area to their fullest potential

>

 

General guidance in the Summary Report with more information on the 

website
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Action Plan

>

 

Implementation guidance for the Plan
>

 

Result of Vision and Elements
>

 

Eight Policy Areas
>

 

Grow Smarter
>

 

Sustainability Pays
>

 

Protect the Environment
>

 

Strengthen the Center
>

 

Fix it First
>

 

Keep Rural Communities Rural
>

 

Lighten Our Footprint
>

 

Plan for People

Photo Courtesy of Save the Rain
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Next steps

>

 

Get the word out
>

 

Draft plan feedback
>

 

Continue building the website
>

 

Implementation
>

 

Monitoring
>

 

Education

Photo Courtesy of www.trininista.blogspot.com
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