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SECTION 5:  RISK ASSESSMENT 
According to FEMA Guidance 386-2, “risk assessment is the process of measuring the potential loss of 
life, personal injury, economic injury and property damage resulting from natural hazards by assessing the 
vulnerability of people, buildings and infrastructure to natural hazards.”  Onondaga County’s risk 
assessment is organized into four sections.  Section 5.1 describes the methodology and tools used to 
support the risk assessment process.  Section 5.2 identifies the natural hazards of concern for further 
profiling and evaluation.  In Section 5.3, the identified hazards of concern are ranked for Onondaga 
County as a whole to describe their probability of occurrence and their impact on population, property 
(general building stock including critical facilities) and the economy.  Lastly, Section 5.4 profiles and 
assesses vulnerability for each hazard of concern.   
 
 
 


