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Elements of a Comprehensive 
Approach to Land Conservation 

 
 Comprehensive Plan 

 Supportive Land Use Zoning 

 Conservation Easements 

 Land Purchase 

 Subdivision Set-Asides 

 Partnering With Land Trusts & Other Non-Profits 

 Policies Supportive of Farming & Forestry 

 $$$$$$$ 

 



Defining Your Focus 

 

 Single or Multiple Resource Priorities 

 

 Context for Land Use Planning 

 

 Projected Financial Resources 

 













Assessing Your Resources 
 

 Agricultural Land 

 

 Unique Natural Areas 

 

 Lands Relating to Water Quality/Watershed 
Protection 

 

 Parks and Trails 

 

 Development Focus Areas 

 



Canandaigua Lake Watershed 



Land Cover of the 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed 



Agricultural Soils of the 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed 



Key Issues for Agriculture 

 Economic Viability 

 

 Critical Mass 

 

 Changing Operations Over Time 

 

 Other Attributes Associated with Farmland  

 

 Buffer Zones 

 



Distribution of Buildings in the 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed 







Steep Slopes of the 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed 





Conserved Lands of the 
Canandaigua Lake Watershed 







Conservation Easement 

 

 Legal Agreement That Limits Future Development 
While Allowing Land to Remain in Private 

Ownership and on the Tax Rolls 

 



Conservation Easements 

 Flexible Tool That May be Tailored to Situation 

 May be Purchased or Donated 

 Tax Incentives Associated With Donation 

 Made Part of Land Records 

 Binding on Future Owners of the Land 

 May be Held by Municipality or Non-Profit Land 
Trust 

 









Easement Holder Responsibilities 

 Site Monitoring 

 

 Enforcement 

 

 Ongoing Partnership with Landowner 







Tax Incentives Associated With 
Conservation Easements 

 

 Value of donated easement as determined by 
appraisal may be considered as income tax 
deduction  

 

 NYS conservation easement tax credit – 
reimbursement of 25% of school, municipal, and 
county taxes paid on land up to $5,000 per year 

 

 Possible estate tax benefits 

 



Available Funds for Easement Purchase 

 NYS Farmland Protection Implementation Grants 

 

 USDA Farm & Ranchland Protection Grants 















Finger Lakes Land Trust 

 Established in 1989 

 

 More than 15,000 acres protected 

 

 31 nature preserves and conservation areas 

 

 Over 100 conservation easements 
















